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APR 2 3 1968

grom: Commanding Officer, U.5.5, MAZAMA (AE 9)

To:

chief of Naval Operations (OP—O9B9)

Subjs Ship's Historys; gubmission of

Ref:

(a) OPNAVINST 750,12 OP-09B9 apR 1152P09B9 of OCT 66

gacl: (1) Copy of Shipte History

1.

Tn accordance with reference (2), enolosure (1) is gsubmitted.
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Chronology of Highlights

20 February- MAZAMA sailed frem Newpert to Staten Island, New York
to commence her overhaul.

5 June-~ MAZAMA left Brewer Dry Dock Company enroute for Earle, New
Jersey te load cub.

1 July- Arrived Gitmo for refresher training.
21 July- Departed Gitmo and sailed for Davisville.

o5 July- Captain A.H. Cumnings relieved Captain D.W. Kiley as
Commanding Officer.

1) August- Departed CONUS for seven month Med. crulse,

20 fugust- Rendered aid to Captain DI i~ 2 1! foob
sailboat creossing the Atlantic from Tong Tsland, Hew York to Dover,

fingland.
31 August- Inchopped with Sixbh Fleet at Rota, Spain.

7 Ootober~ Participated in NATO exercise Bager Beaver with Ttalian,
Greek, and Turkish Navies.




Narrative

Janvary 1, 1967 found MAZAMA moored in her home port, Davisville, Rhode Island.
She had just returned from West Pac on 2L December, 1966, and her crew was
enjoying a well deserved vest, However, all rest periods are short lived, and
on 21 Januvary, MAZAMA moved to Wewport and moored along~side the tender Uss
CADMUS, Here begen the initial stages of an vpkeep and overhaul period that
would last for nearly six months.

While in Newport, the crew worked diligently bLrying to repair the many things
fhat happen to a ship between vard periods. There was much speculation as to
where the ship would go for her overhaul, and on February 15, it was learned
that Brewer's Dry Dock Company in Staten Island, Wew York, had won ‘the

contract bidding.

MAZAMA sailed from Wewport on 20 February and arrived in Staten Island the
following day. During the next three and a half monbhs, the sounds of grinding,
hammering and welding became common place as the ship's hull and decks were
sanded and painted. Major innovations were replacement of the four ship's
service diesel generators, and modifications to number three hold enabling
MAZAMA to carry hypergolice rockets. The ship had a thorough face 1ifting, and
finally, on June 5, sailed for Earle, New Jersey, té take on ammunition.

After Barle came a one day stop at Yorktown, Virginia, and then back to
Davisville for six days before leaving for refresher training at Gitmo. On
the morning of 26 June it was underway for Cuba and the most hectic month the
crew had encountered in three yearse

Arriving at Gitmo on 1 July, training commenced immediately. The three weeks
that followed were composed of long, tedious days consisting of hard work and
incessant. drills, Training was completed on 21 July, and MAZAMA sailed for

Davisvillcs

Capbain A.H, Cummings relieved Captain D.W. Kiley as Commanding Officer on
25 July, and after a stop at Barle, New Jersey, MAZAMA once again returned
to her home port, arriving on 27 July, ready to commence her pending

Mediterranean deployment.

On 1l August, MAZAMA sailed for the Medilberranean. Of interest on the way
across the Atlantic was the sighting of a small sail boat on 20 Augusb,
captained by ISIINIENGE - 71, year old mariner, trying to sail from Long
Tsland, New York to England. He took a few provisions and some water, but
would accept nothing more. He was eventually rescued by a Polish freighter
and reburned to Wew York when his boat capsized in heavy seas.




Incheppisig at Roba on August 31, MAZAMA began her tour with the Sixth Fleet.
The mest significant event in the fellewing four months was her participation
in Operation Fager Beaver, a naval eXercise with NATO ferces from the United
States, Italy, Turkey, and Greece. The cperaticn was climaxed by a mock
amphiblous assalt at Saros Bay, Turkey.

MAZAMA rearmed units of two task groups, 60.1 and 60.2, including the aircraft
carriers SARATCGA, SHANGRI LA, and F.0. ROOSEVELT. The USS LITILE ROCK (CLG L)
flag ship for COMSIXTHFLT and USS TOPEKA (CIG 8) were alse replenished, as
well as 15 different desbroyers.

A1l of the depleyment was not werk, however, as Sixth Fleet policy allows all
ships te spend one~half eof their deployment in peort. Some of the perts visited
were Naples, Italy, Athens, Greece, Malta, Izmir, Turkey, and Barcelona,
Spain. New Year's Eve found the MAZAMA anchored in Naples Bay awaiting the
new year te continue her service with the Sixth Fleet.




Documentary Annex

1. 'Phote of Captain A.H. Cummings, Commanding Officer
2. DBie. of Captain Cummings

3+ Phote of MAZAMA rearming






